Discussions of Working Group 1

How much do we understand of the Existing Food System?

· Have good knowledge on the Rice-Wheat System in all the regions

· Other systems are well documented in India

· National Agricultural Technology Project (Wheat-Sugarcane, Wheat-Maize, Wheat-Cotton) in India

· Also, Crop linked to Livestock

· The need to understand other regions include Livestock, Forestry, Fisheries

Good info on the Biophysical Characterization 


What is the Status of Socio-Economic and Policy Characterization?

· Info limited to Small-scale studies

· Role of Rural Non-farm component less understood - GAP

· Need Synthesis/Analysis of this across the region
Basic Info needed for Understanding the System

· Physical

· Agronomic Systems

· Water management Systems

· Land Use, Climate

· Policy

· Socio-Economic

· Technology

Proposal was for Pilot Studies (possible at District level) 

· to synthesise and provide links between Agro-Socio-Eco-Policy

· to identify the links to GECAFS Questions

· Role Model: Bhagalpur project (Tiwari)

Elements of Current Vulnerabilities

· Biophysical (Agricultural systems - R-W, etc)

·  Social

· Economic

· Governance Issues (lack of)

Elements that Perturb the System (Future)

· Demography (Population growth, Age structure and Migration patterns)

· Biotic Stress (Land degradation, Pests & diseases, etc)

· Climate change and Related Disasters

· Urbanization (include Peri-Urban)

· Globalization

Location Specific - Identification and Prioritization

Adaptations

· Broadly the Questions are 

· Management, 

· Infra/Investment, 

· Policy and Institutions

· Policies in Place? - Identify Policy relevant Requirements

· Replication of good experiences

· Coping Strategies (Qn to ADD)

· What For? Adequacy? Why Not? Needs!!

· Diversification of Income Sources (replace the word crops)

· Tools for Better Communication (to Policy makers), Management and Improved Coping 

Socio-Economic and Environmental Consequences

· Policy Effectiveness and Gap Analysis 

· Gaps in Policy/Research for future Expected impacts with respect to GEC

· Sectoral Impacts – issue of Downstream Industries Springing up

