Linking Global and Regional Scenarios for Food Systems
Global and regional scenarios need to be consistent with one another. The list of key global drivers determined in the “Global Scenarios” session was reduced to key drivers relevant to food systems. These are of principal relevance at the regional level, where regional versions of some drivers have the benefit of being more measurable and where responses to scenarios will be quicker. It was noted however that climate scenarios are best developed at the global level.
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Two key Observations for 2050-2080 timeframe
1) World population peaks in 2050. There increase of 3 billion will have marked regional variation, often leading to major environmental consequences (GHGs, soil degradation, water pollution etc).
2) As employment shifts from rural to urban areas, there will be proportionally more people working in the service and information industry in lower-paid jobs than in agriculture. This consequently leads to intensification in farming practices (increase fertilisers etc) and an increase in pollution.
Longer-term solutions (i.e. 2050-2080) need to encompass a number of factors:

· Reductions in material intensity (via ‘precision agriculture’ with less inputs but greater production)
· Introduction of clean and efficient resource technologies (a ‘precision agriculture’ with less inputs but greater production)
· Global solutions to economic, social and environmental sustainability (migration compensation and investments in agriculture in developing countries to encourage people to stay in rural areas)
Improvements regarding this long-term issues may not start to be noticed until 2030, so shorter-term issues and solutions (targeted at ca. 2015) are also needed.
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Liberalisation of agricultural trade - prices and standards set by world market
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Consumption behaviour - eg rising demand for animal/protein products
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Ascedence of retail - supermarkets act as gatekeepers to the food system
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Withdrawal of State from Agriculture - exposes producers to the variablities of the market
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Shift away from water thirsty crops with new technology





Harvesting


Food storage


Food processing





Climate Change





Natural disasters


Resource availability


Biodiversity loss





Crop systems development


Biotechnology


PR issues





Resource management�agri crops�fisheries�forestry�livestock�irrigation systems





Scientific/technology


Agro-bio-technology�Water use efficiency�Availability of technology and IT�Energy





Education/Communication System�Access to information & training





Health care concerns





“Blue Revolution”


Fish farming�Pollution





Some Links between Global and Regional Scenario ‘Drivers’








