Summarised synthesis of Working Group Session I

Working Groups were each charged with identifying research needs for policy formulation in relation to Southern African food provision:
BACKGROUND
· Food security needs to be addressed at SADC and national levels
· A significant proportion of the region’s food is “self provided” (especially in rural areas); but intra- and inter-national trade is also important
· National Food Security relates to satisfying national requirements from domestic production and trade

· National Self Sufficiency relates to satisfying national requirements from domestic production alone

· Agriculture in SADC is now gearing more towards commercial crops (e.g. tobacco, horticulture), and thus away in part from subsistence crops (e.g. maize, sorghum)
· Increasing self-sufficiency will require empowering the producer to a greater extent with regard to access to credit, insurance, land rights, etc.
· Institutional arrangements across the region lead to inconsistencies regarding access to technology and financial instruments.

DEVELOPMENT ISSUES (not prioritorised)
Access to information: linking producers, researchers and policy makers

Agricultural incentives: policy options especially access to markets and distribution

Agricultural research: emerging technologies, including GMOs

Empowerment of marginalised sections of society: female and migrant labour 

Feedbacks from policy alternatives: definitions and quantification

Food security: regional vs. national scale vs. household scale

Infrastructure: distribution, marketing, storage

Institutional reforms: e.g. market liberalisation and access to credit

Institutional structures: credit & insurance, markets & trade, strategic food reserves

International comparisons: successes and failures of different technologies and policies

Intra-Regional trade: options and conditions

Land and water management: conservation of nature resource base

Land tenure: relationship to stewardship

Livestock: role in food, rural livelihood and ecological systems

Political stability: relationship to economic performance

Strategic grain reserves: regional vs. national interests

Vulnerability: who, where, why and how to reduce

Water security: quantity and quality; and relation to food security

