Summarised synthesis of Working Group Session II
Working Groups were each charged with identifying research needs for policy formulation in relation to African Food Systems within the context of global environmental change:
Overarching issues
What are the vulnerable points in the food systems in Southern Africa?

What are the range of options to reduce vulnerability (e.g. productions systems, trade, political)?

What factors need to be included in comprehensive scenarios (climate change is one of many factors)?

Is information delivered of adequate quality, timeliness and resolution?

How can capacity be increased to deliver & translate technical info to improve policy formulation?

Mapping vulnerability could be a good way of integrating many issues. Adaptation is the major issue in the southern hemisphere (rather than mitigation of GEC). Do we know the thresholds at which systems may change/flip. These considerations led to four major questions:

1.  To what extent will vulnerability be worsened and where?

2.  To what extent will the natural resource base be affected and what

      adaptation is possible?

3.  To what extent is infrastructure adequate to cope with change?

4.  To what extent are institutional structures adequate to cope with

      change?

Specific Issues:

Applying to all questions below:

a) Appropriate Scale of analysis

b) Appropriate weighting

c) Appropriate understanding of adaptation strategies

d) Need for integrated and multisectoral analysis – process linked

e) Precautionary principles re GEC

Q1) Extent vulnerability will be increased by GEC

· disease

· hunger

· settlement

· poverty

· capital human flight trade

Q2) Natural resource base impacted +ve or +ve by GEC

· Water

· Soil

· Biodiversity

· Land use/tenure

Q3) Physical infrastructure is the appropriate

· storage

· settlement

· transport

· dams/reservoirs

· transboundary issues

Q4) Institution Structure adapts to GEC

· political stability

· financial resources

· local institution

Q5) Physical thresholds for physical systems

Q6)What are the thresholds for social systems given risks and uncertainty in GEC


