Scenarios in GECAFS
Role
1. Ensure full representation of GEC (not just climate change) and socioeconomic change in GECAFS analyses.

2. Ensure all 3 aspects of food provision (production, availability and access) are fully addressed in all GECAFS activities.
3. Frame a set of manageable exploratory futures and provide sets of contexts to undertake GECAFS analyses.
4. Assist with developing better links between GECAFS, the GEC policy community and regional/national policy makers.
5. Articulate drivers of food provision systems.
6. Help define relationship between global and regional analyses.
7. Help define overall GECAFS project and assist integration between regionally-based projects.
8. Add value to experience of other scenario exercises.
Method

1. Review and build upon relevant aspects of global scenarios to develop set of global scenarios relevant to food systems research.

2. For each regionally-based project, fine tune and “enrich” global scenarios to develop scenario set suitable for addressing needs/interests of regional stakeholders.
3. For each region use enriched regional set of scenarios to provide context for undertaking analyses of GECAFS Science Themes.
4. Use global scenario set to analyse possible futures of global food system.
NB: Differentiate clearly between “Scenario” and “Management Options”; management options must be “viable” within context of given scenario.

Actions
1. Establish GECAFS Scenarios Officer position in IPO.

2. Establish small team (~6) to take forward scenario research (a rep from each regionally-based food system project plus 2-3 scenario “experts”). The team needs to review different groups of scenarios to determine which are relevant/adaptable to help construct GECAFS scenarios.

3. Conduct Scenarios research planning workshop.

