What historical events of last 50 years had major impact on food systems in the Caribbean?

Brainstorming Group 1

· remittances

· WWII forced  region to consider self-sufficiency

· Land removed from agricultural production (to residential in Barbados)

· Globalization (e.g. influence of food preferences – fast food, food inputs)

· Incentives for backyard gardening has died (e.g. T&T)

· Lome (preferential trade agreements)

· Shift from agricultural to service activity (e.g. type of employment); so aging population involved in agriculture

· Estates divided for smaller scale farming (e.g. CARONI in T&T)

· Tourism – land to golf courses, increased imports

· Health concerns (e.g. coconut oil)

· Tropical cyclones and other extreme events (e.g. Tobago)

· Over fishing

· Reduction of inter-island shipping

· Major disease outbreaks

· Baseline cost of production (e.g. sugar) – increased competition from cheaper exporters

Group 2

· rise of fast food

· diversification of traditional export crops to food crops

· more consumption of animal fats

· migration (out of region and within region)

· political independence

· change from traditional oils to imported

· increase in tourism

· increased consumption of imported foods

· more sedentary life style

· more good and services exchanged, and people.  Internal and external.

· Introduction of new food technologies

· Land use change out of agriculture to housing or recreation; urbanization

· Increased frequency of extreme weather events.

· Changing weather patterns.

· Less reliance on agriculture to industry, tourism

· Increased access to formal education (though still misinformation from media, www)

· Increased incidence of exotic diseases – animals and plants

· More women on job market

· Greater public awareness re food safety, health

· Transition in diseases away from infectious to nutrition-related (CNCDs)

· Health services improved

· Advances in bio-medical research

· Greater exploitation of natural resources

· Across board

· More land degradation, also reefs, beaches

· Also mineral resources

· Proliferation of mass media and influence of foreign media

· Trade liberalization

· New fiscal arrangements

· Loans, SAPs

· Rise and decline of WWI cricket team

· Regional integration increase (and institutional arrangements, organisations)

· Increase in moral degradation, illicit drug use

· More STIs

· Increase violence and crime (among youth)

· Aging farmer population

· Increased work day length 

· Increased life expectancy

· More land ownership

· Better agric and food policy

· Disparities in trading levels among countries

Food System drivers listed by category for the Caribbean:

· Demographic: 

· Population growth, rural to urban drift, migration, age structure in agricultural sector and overall, increased life expectancy

· Economic:

· Preferential trade changes, increase in tourism, remittances, reduction of agric in economy, changes in returns to land use, change in development paradigm from import sub to market led economy, increase in female labor force participation, reduced infrastructure for intra-regional trade,  structural adjustments, WTO, change in relative price of food, over-fishing, increased competition for land, niche-market production, diversification of export crops, non-tariff barriers for trade

· Socio-political:

· Disease change from infectious to CNCDs, political independence, better agric and food policies, land tenure system changes, change in agric institutions, emerging changes in regional coop in policy, decline in role of agric in policy, governance, improve food legislation and regulation, gaps in legislation and enforcement

· Cultural:

· Agriculture less important in education, life style more sedentary, impact of mass media, dietary changes, more women in labor market, proliferation of fast food, changes in family structure, changing work arrangements, greater awareness health/ food safety

· Science & technology:

· Changes in agric production techniques, information technology, new food technologies

· Biophysical/GEC:

· Increase in frequency of extreme weather, changing weather patterns, deterioration of coral reefs and watersheds, over-exploitation of natural resources, impact of tourism on natural resources, pollution
