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1. Addresses key knowledge gaps related to sustainability and development, and which is:
a. A major/global issue

b. A major impediment to progress

2. Maximises the chance for success in delivering solutions to climate change adaptation and mitigation for agriculture and food security that are based on innovative science outputs with clear:
a. Links across sectors

b. Interdisciplinarity approaches emphasising policy relevance

3. Jointly recognised as a priority research programme by both communities and which is of relevance to other stakeholders (farmers, resource managers, donors, policy makers, etc…), and which:
a. Focuses on coupled social/natural systems, with emphasis on rural poor in developing countries
b. Targets hotspots

c. Crosses spatial and temporal scales
d. Addresses short term climate anomalies and long-term climate change

e. Scientifically exciting
4. Requires active, large-scale institutional collaboration between the two communities to find unique intellectual space, and which:

a. Is highly-integrated
b. Demonstrates the comparative advantage of joint effort
c. Can be implemented by a range of mechanisms (financial, administrative, …)
